COVID-19 AND THE
HARRIS COUNTY CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

A REPORT FROM THE TEXAS CRIMINAL JUSTICE COALITION

Jails and prisons have become the epicenter of the COVID-19 outbreak across the United States, with the Marion Correctional Institution in
Ohio, the Cook County Jail in Chicago, and the Rikers Island Jail in New York City now rank amongst the largest COVID-19 hotspots on the
planet. Without further action, the Harris County Jail will soon be joining those ranks. This report aims to provide a snapshot of the impact of
COVID-19 on the Harris County criminal justice system since March 19, when Texas Governor Greg Abbott declared a statewide health
emergency.

In the words of Sharlyn Grace, Executive Director of the Chicago Community Bond Fund:

"We cannot maintain mass incarceration in jails and prisons and flatten the curve. Those two things are mutually exclusive.”
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FOCUS ON DATA: JAIL RELEASES

The average number of releases has dropped from 323.1 releases per day in the 30 days prior to March 19 to
181.7 releases per day in the 30 days following, a drop of over 40%.



