[2021 Session] Support Reentry Strategies
That Prioritize Stability and Wise Spending

Spend Your Values:

Smart & Safe Solution #4

Policy Background

People approved for parole who have no other housing options must wait in prison for
months or even more than a year for an available bed in a residential reentry center
(RRC). While Texas paroles approximately 28,000 people per year,' it has approximately
2,000 state-funded RRC beds in eight facilities throughout the state, all operated by
private prison corporations, including the GEO Group, CoreCivic, and Correctional
Solutions Group.?

The annual cost to the state for these contracts is approximately $35 million;® over and
above that is the amount that Texas must pay to incarcerate individuals who remain in
prison beyond their parole release date while awaiting an RRC bed. The state’s
investment in these centers becomes more troubling when one considers that it could
provide monthly housing stipends during the reentry period to more than double the
number of people housed within RRCs.*

Not only do RRCs have long waiting periods, but they are widely known not to provide
an environment conducive to successful reentry. For instance, because there are only
eight facilities spread across seven Texas cities, it is unlikely that a person will be



placed in a facility in or near their home community and support network.
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This presents challenges for returning individuals in finding employment: employers are
aware that most people living in an RRC are unlikely to remain in the community for
more than a few months,® resulting in extreme delays in finding a job and earning
enough income to move back to their home communities. When returning individuals
are finally able to relocate to their home communities, they are then forced to repeat
the reentry process a second time.

Other challenges with RRCs are as follows:

e Interviews with individuals previously residing in RRCs report a prison-like
environment, including strip searches, limited movement, and restrictions that
inhibit the ability of residents to find steady employment.®

e Many employers near the RRCs in Texas report not wanting to hire individuals
from the facilities because residents are not allowed to leave the RRC for
evening or weekend shifts.”

e Researchers evaluating the effectiveness of RRCs found patterns of indifference,
misconduct, and under-training among staff. These factors resulted in violence,
drug use/abuse, and overall dangerous environments for residents.®

e Private prison companies — such as the GEO Group and CoreCivic, the two
major corporations in Texas — have lengthy track records of neglecting the



basic needs of returning individuals and ultimately failing to provide a positive
environment conducive to rehabilitation.®

Proposed Solution

Texas should rethink its investment in residential reentry centers. To achieve improved
reentry outcomes at a lower cost to taxpayers, Texas leadership should:

1. Shift to a model that expands the use of housing vouchers at approved housing
providers that meet standards established by the Legislature. This could double the
amount of available housing at lower cost to the state than relying on RRCs." Collateral
benefits include a stronger candidate pool for employers in additional Texas
communities, and greater opportunities for success on reentry through more stable
housing environments.

2. Allow people to move into recovery housing, such as Oxford House or similar
evidence-based accountability-driven models, which are well known to support
long-term recovery. Again, this would both save taxpayer dollars and improve reentry
outcomes.™

Relevant Bills

e Bill Number: HB 2754 [Allen]
Bill Caption: Relating to post-release housing for inmates released on parole or
to mandatory supervision.
TCJE Materials: Fact Sheet

e Bill Number: HB 2830 [White]
Bill Caption: Relating to post-release housing for inmates released on parole or
to mandatory supervision.

e Bill Number: SB 1833 [Eckhardt]
Bill Caption: Relating to post-release housing for inmates released on parole or
to mandatory supervision.
TCJEt Materials: Fact Sheet


https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB2754
https://texascje.org//system/files/publications/TCJC%20Fact%20Sheet%20HB%202754%20%28Reentry%20Housing%29.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB2830
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=SB1833
https://texascje.org//system/files/publications/TCJC%20Fact%20Sheet%20SB%201833%20%28Reentry%20Housing%29.pdf

In light of Texas’ projected budget crisis, TCJE developed 7 cost-saving solutions.
Learn more about our “Spend Your Values, Cut Your Losses" campaign here, and read
the full portfolio of solutions here.
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