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Visitation Study Will Help Ensure Safe, Child-Friendly Areas in Texas Prisons

Strengthening Family Ties Will Ease the Reentry Transition
And Lessen the Likelihood of Costly Re-Offending

VIsITOR-FRIENDLY POLICIES CAN IMPROVE FAMILY INTERACTIONS AND HELP REDUCE RECIDIVISM

Hundreds of thousands of Texans have a loved one incarcerated in the Texas Department of Criminal
Justice (TDCJ). Visitation policies and practices thus impact many Texans, and directly affect the ability
of families to stay connected during incarceration. Visitation plays an important role in maintaining
positive connections between incarcerated individuals and their families and friends." A recent robust
study on the effects of prison visitation on recidivism found that visitation can help reduce
recidivism by up to 25%.> Furthermore, the study found that “visitor friendly” policies “could yield
public safety benefits by helping offenders establish a continuum of social support from prison to the
community.”’

It is critical to ensure that visitation policies facilitate safe contact between adults, child-friendly areas,
an atmosphere that is conducive to maintaining family relationships, and environments that reduce
noise and allow for adequate space.

KEY FINDINGS

* Visitation during incarceration has been shown to reduce recidivism by up to 25%.*

* Denying the parent-child connection can lead to behaviors by youth that can spur involvement with
the juvenile justice system.” As of 2011, nearly 95,000 individuals incarcerated in Texas prisons
self-reported as having children.®

* Appropriate play with children in a developmentally appropriate setting positively impacts
attachment, increasing the probability of establishing stable, healthy relationships and in turn

contributing to the safety and security of the unit.’

CosT-SAVING AND PUBLIC SAFETY-DRIVEN SOLUTION: SUPPORT H.B. 2398 BY REPRESENTATIVE TURNER

* H.B. 2398 calls for a study of visitation policies in Texas’ state jails and prisons, including
recommendations for methods to improve these policies and replicate promising practices.
Creating visitation environments that are more conducive to safe, healthy interaction can ease
incarcerated individuals’ transition process into the community and help keep the family unit
strong — key to a successful reintegration.
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